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The robe of generosity God hath shaped out on [the
person] of that woman; all others desire the name,
but do not act up to it." On hearing this, I made
much entreaty, and conjured him [by all that was
sacred] to forgive my rebuke, and take whatever he
required. He would not, on any account, accept my
proffered gifts, but went away repeating these words,
" Now if thou wert to give all thy kingdom, I would
not spit upon it, nor would I even * * ."l The pilgrim
went away, but having heard such praises of the
princess of Basra, my heart became quite restless,
and no way could I be easy. Now this desire arose
within me, that by some means or other I must go to
Basra and take a look at her.

In the meantime, the king, my father, died, and I
ascended the throne. I got the empire, but the idea
[I had formed of going to Basra~] did not leave me.
I held a consultation with the wazlr and nobles, who
were the support of the throne, and the pillars of the
empire, saying, I wish to make a journey to Basra.
Do ye remain steady in your respective stations; if I
live, then the duration of the journey will be short ;
I will soon be back. No one seemed pleased at the
idea of my going; in my helplessness, my heart con-
tinued to become more and more sorrowful. One
day, without consulting any one, I privately sent for
the resourceful wazlr, and made him regent and pleni-
potentiary [during my absence], and placed him at
the head of the affairs of the empire. I then put on
the ochre-coloured habit [of a pilgrim], and, assuming

1 The expression in the original is so plain as to need no translation.